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The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth. John 1:14
Dear Friends,
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love are the milestones on our
advent pathway toward Christmas. As we come to
each one, we carry them with us to celebrate the
journey. They come as gifts from God- evidence
that God is still in the world, still working, still very
much in love with us. What is even better is that
because we have first received these gifts, we have
something to share.
Christmas is beautiful that way. There in the dark of
night, when it appeared cynicism and fear ruled the
world, hope was born for the world and for you in
the form of a little baby. We have received new life
together this way. I am always struck by the fact
that God chose to come to earth, born as a baby. It
tells me that there is something very special about
who we are and what we do. I marvel at the confidence that the Creator has for this frail little form we
call a body. We must be destined for something
very great indeed!
With all this said, we have an increasing role to play
in the world. We stand in the gap between the “the
world that can be” and “the world we have now”. In
a world of cynicism and despair, we are bringers of
that Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.
The church is an ideal instrument for this role where
we can work together for the common good. We all
find our oneness and belonging in our relationship
with Jesus. I like to say in jest when some trivial
distinction between people is made in my presence,
“But, Jesus loves them, too.” That point stands.
We, people, loved by God, are called to learn to love
each other and to put it into practice. Then, we are
sent into a world that painfully needs us. For this
reason, I believe that 2017 is the year of the Church.

A Church that is a house of prayer for all people.
This Church is a place in our souls where we experience communion with God as savior, redeemer, and
sustainer. We welcome, encourage, and grow with
people of all walks of life--no matter their politics,
education, or position in society. It is a mission outpost in a dry land and a place to reconnect and recharge. In essence, the Church is the house that
welcomes you in to send you out!
It is my prayer that you again receive these gifts of
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. I hope most of all that
Love for God and for your neighbor is reborn in your heart. It all
begins at Christmas, with a little
baby and you. Then, we meet the
world.
Merry Christmas,
Rev. James F. Deters

CHRISTMAS
WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday: Dec. 11th 10:30 am
Christmas Eve Service
Saturday: Dec. 24th 8:30 pm
Christmas Morning Service
Sunday: Dec. 25th 10:30 am
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Bazaar News

Our big fund raiser, the annual bazaar, is coming
up on Saturday, December 3. There will be a
cookie walk again, where cookies are sold by the
pound, and you can mix and match for a great holiday treats. That means we will need donations of
cookies to sell!
There will also be the craft table and baked goods
as well as candy, so any donations to these are appreciated as well.
Donations of gift baskets made up of combinations
of your choice are also needed. Circle members
will be calling all women in early November asking
if you would consider donating cookies, fancy
sandwiches, or a cash donation of $10 to be used
for the Tea Room.
Watch for other new and exciting developments to
the bazaar, including Grannie's Gift Boutique, featuring gently used, good quality, re-giftable donations. Workers are also needed at the bazaar and
setting up the day before.

Thank Offering

Presbyterian Women have supported the Thank
Offering since 1888, when women were asked to
give $1 over their regular giving to mission as a
"thank offering to her Lord". This year, grants totaling $510,088 will be funded, fourteen in the US,
and eight internationally. More than 40% are for
health ministries. Envelopes are in the pew racks
for your consideration; your support is appreciated.

Lap Robes There are lap robe kits made up,
ready to take home and sew. These are in the cabinet in the craft room. There are also some finished
for you to see how they're put together.

Holiday Bazaar and Tea Room
Saturday, Dec. 3rd
9:30 a.m. -1 p.m.
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Presbytery of Northern Waters
Lafayette Louisiana Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance Work Trip
February 12-20, 2017

Southern Louisiana experienced extensive flooding this past
summer, far more damaging than Hurricane Katrina in 2005,
but there has been very little media coverage.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED WITH WILLINGNESS TO
LEARN. DRYWALL- FLOORING- PAINTING- SIDINGGUTTING- ROOFING- EXPERIENCE HELPFUL, BUT
NOT NECESSARY.
PARTICIPANT REQUIREMENTS- AT LEAST 18-YEARS
OLD, IN GOOD HEALTH, AND HAVE
HEALTH INSURANCE.
We will be staying at First Presbyterian Church, Lafayette,
Louisiana and sleeping on high-quality air mattresses.
Shower trailers and a fully-equipped kitchen will be provided.
They can accommodate a maximum of 20 volunteers, so
please register soon! We will carpool down and back. The
trip will take two days each way and we will be staying over
one night at a motel, both ways.
Total cost is approximately $300 per person. A nonrefundable deposit of $100/person should be included with
your registration. Please submit your registration form and a
check payable to:
Westminster Presbyterian Church : C/O Paul Rigstad, 2819
Parkwood Lane, Duluth, MN 55811
If you are unable to participate, but would like to be involved
financially, you are invited to send a check designated for the
Louisiana Work Trip. Please register by December 30, 2016.
If you have any questions, please call Rev. Richard Blood at
218-343-4850, or Paul Rigstad at 218-666-2646. We meet in
mid-January, for a pre-trip orientation session. You can also
contact Pastor Jim.
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The Pony
Express Rides
Again

The PONY EXPRESS will ride this month
As we look forward to the coming year 2016, our stewardship
campaign will take the form of a Pony Express relay. The PONY
EXPRESS “RUN” will start November 1st. Sometime in the next
week or two, a fellow member of the church will deliver you a
SPECIAL SADDLEBAG, containing church mail, just like the
Pony Express riders of old.
Here is all you need do:
1. Lift the saddlebag flap marked 1 & 2. Remove from the pouch
stewardship reading material you will find there. Reflect on the
message it contains. Then, return this printed material to the same
pouch.
2. Next, remove from this pouch the envelope bearing your family name. Inside you will find a pink “ESTIMATE OF GIVING
CARD” and a “TIME AND TALENT SHEET”. Please fill in the
amount of tithe/offering(s) you expect to present to God through
the church during 2016. Tear off and keep the stub for your records. Please also fill out a “TIME AND TALENT SHEET” for
each member in your family. Extra sheets are in the pouch. Seal
both the card and sheet(s) in the named envelope and place the
envelope in the pouch on the other side of the saddlebag.
3. Now – and this is extremely important – complete your part of
the RUN by quickly relaying the saddlebag of CHURCH MAIL to
the next family on the Route List attached to the inside cover of
the bag. You may want to phone ahead to make sure they are
home. Please make every effort to complete your part of the RUN
within 24 hours after receiving the saddlebag… and sooner if possible! Please deliver the saddlebag to an actual person and do not
leave it on a doorstep.
4. After you have “delivered the mail,” CALLTHE TRAIL
BOSS” whose name and phone number are at the bottom of the
Route List. Tell the Trail Boss that you have completed your part
of the RUN. (If your Trail Boss does not hear from you within one
day, this person will be phoning you.)
5. These instructions will also be in the saddlebag.
Is it as simple as it sounds? Yes. And it will be highly effective IF
you and other members keep the Church Mail moving along the
Trail.
Like the early day riders of the Pony Express, the success of our
church’s relay effort depends on the dedication, commitment, and
teamwork of every person. And – as a key member of our team –
we are counting on you. Together we can make the work of United Presbyterian Congregational Church fruitful and faithful.

Youth Group
News and Events
COMING IN NOVEMBER families in the
church and community can enjoy a night of
babysitting from 5-9pm. There will be a donation attached to this event – more information to
follow soon.

Our Christmas Program will be held Sunday,
December 11th! We will be providing music for
the service and program. Please let Nancy
Dufek know if you will sing and/or play an instrument as a group. This is our gift to our
church, the more the merrier!

Fill The Box!

The large wicker box in the Narthex of the
church is empty! Let’s fill it on the second Sunday of each month.
This month it is on December 11th!

Please bring your non-perishable food items to
worship. The children will help collect the
items during the Children’s Chat and bring the
items to the front of the sanctuary to help fill the
box. The items will be taken to the BRICK

D ECEMBER N EWS

Meet
Cate
Cogger
I was born right here in the Ashland. My mother drove
herself to the hospital to give birth; my three older
brothers were home sick with my dad on that day.
My father was employed in Ashland at the NRCS
office. He worked throughout his career as a soils scientist and with local farmers to help plan and run successful farms. Before my father retired, he essentially
held two full-time jobs: his job in Ashland and running
Maple Hill Farm at home.
My mother had the more-than-full-time job of staying
at home with my four brothers and me while helping
my dad with the farm and also running her end of the
farm business. This included making a wide array of
fiber art, handmade soaps, and fine art to sell at local
businesses and art fairs. I would like to say that both
of my parents are the most hard-working, honest, and
genuine people I will ever know. It’s hard to succinctly outline all of the lessons they’ve taught us throughout the years, but I think they lead by example. They
are active and caring members of the community,
creative and industrious, and gave my siblings and me
a truly unique environment to grow up in.
I attended Washburn High School. I was involved in
cross country running and skiing, track and field,
soccer, school choir, Honors Society, the SkillsUSA
club, and the Ecology club. When I finished high
school, I attended Michigan Technological University
in Houghton, MI. I graduated in 2010 with a BS in
Anthropology and a minor in French.
My worst job was as a campus tour guide at Michigan
Tech. Walking backward and talking to large groups
of concerned parents was not my strong suit.
One of the things about growing up on a farm is that
everyone is recruited for chores, no matter what age
you are. That is one of those things that I recognize the
value of in hindsight but didn’t so much while I was
younger! Every year we all pitched in on cutting and
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storing firewood, planting and harvesting vegetables,
butchering chickens, and numerous other tasks that
needed to be done. In high school and college I
worked at various local businesses during the summer
months and continued to help out at home.
After I graduated from college I intended to pursue a
career in teaching, so I spent a year abroad in eastern
France teaching English in a public high school. This
was an invaluable experience as I quickly learned that
high school education was not for me. Upon returning
to the States, I decided to continue studying but in a
different subject area. I went back to school to study
health and human sciences, kinesiology, and physiology. I currently work in a clinic where I help people recover from acute and chronic pain and injuries. I also
help teach pathology and physiology at a school here in
Ashland, Oregon.
I married my college sweetheart Adam in 2013 in
Bayfield.
Who do I admire most? I would have to say it’s a three
-way tie between my husband and my parents. I admire
all of them for their ability to be so thoughtful, honest,
and open. They are the kind of people that make you
want to be the best version of yourself.
I think I would dedicate myself to promoting inclusivity in our culture. I think it’s vitally important to recognize that people of all different races, religions, and
backgrounds have equal value and deserve compassion
and kindness.
My husband and I spent a semester abroad in Norway
before we were married and still in school at MTU. We
were in a grocery store in Trondheim, Norway one
morning when he saw me and another girl stop and
inexplicably stare at each other for a good 30 seconds.
He said afterward he thought we were going to start
yelling at each other! What had happened was that this
girl had been an exchange student at Ashland High
School some four years earlier, and we both were
trying to figure out if we knew each other. We had lost
touch, and neither of us had any clue that we were both
living in the same city in Norway. After our 30 seconds
of silent staring we both burst out laughing when we
realized we did know each other.
Most of my spare time is spent running long distances
with my husband in the mountains here in Ashland,
OR. We love traveling around the West when possible
to see new trails and mountain ranges. We also both
enjoy art projects of all varieties, and sometimes
volunteer at a kids museum in town, as well as at local
running races.
The main lessons I’ve learned in life are to be kind and
honest, appreciate your family, and do something that
challenges you every day.
CATE
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Regional Hospice Services is

offering an opportunity to commemorate and honor
loved ones at their annual Tree of Life Ceremony on
Thursday, December 1st, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. in the
Stockton Island meeting room at Memorial Medical
Center in Ashland, WI. Join us at this year’s Tree of
Life Ceremony for a time of reflection followed by a
memorial reading of names.

Snow Shoveling

This year Joe Schultz is not able to do the snow shoveling around the church steps and entryways, so we are
looking for someone who can come early mornings to
make sure we are shoveled out. If you can help with
this, please call the church office at 715-682-3093 or
talk to Pastor Deters about this task! Thank you.

Thank you to Julie Radke for planning and coordinating
our Thanksgiving meal on November 13th , and an additional thank you to
EVERYONE who contributed their help in setting up,
preparing, serving, cleaning up, and contributing food
items to this annual fellowship event!

Faith in Action Fall Thanks!

Faith in Action- Ashland County would like to thank the
Presbyterian UCC Youth Group and their leaders for
raking for a senior this fall. Their efforts were greatly
appreciated by Faith in Action and the senior they
helped. Thanks also for your congregation’s continued
support of the FIA program.
. – Megan Perrine, FIA Program Coordinator

Greetings from the

“City of Destiny!”
Just wanted to say hello and send a little update on my
work with Tacoma College Ministry’s campus student
group, Lighthouse. We have been incredibly busy with
programming during this fall season, which seems to be
further expediting the passage of time. I try to not dwell
on that, but as I write, it is my three- month “Tacomaversary”, which I find unbelievable!
Things are going well! On occasion, there are moments of
panic about being far away from all familiar and comfortable, but I feel confident about being here, and serving Tacoma College Ministry and the students at the University
of Puget Sound. I strongly identify with the mission of
organization and its approach to ministry, so the work itself is a great fit – each day seems to affirm the move and
my call to serve here!
We’re in the midst of a busy season; juggling service,
weekly gatherings, small groups, interfaith dinners, and
outside events we see as valuable for students. Sometimes, this can be overwhelming, but overall I feel privileged to find such joy and meaning in the work I get to do.
I most often hear about the genuine desire of the students
to seek a sense of agency in their faith – having grown
discontent with passivity, they want to make faith their
own! For them, Lighthouse is a source of grounding for
their lives, a place of healing, encouragement and hope,
which are all so necessary during the chaotic and formative years of college. Being able to see the impact of such
a space on the lives of students is incredible and encouraging in a time and environment where the Church is shrinking.
I just wanted to express gratitude to those who have
helped make this opportunity possible. Thank you to
those who have already offered support; both with encouragement, prayer and also financial gifts. Donations have a
wide reach and impact; from the Tuesday night services to
funding small groups and retreats – really making the
work we do, and my position itself possible. So far, I have
raised $2,000 of my fundraising goal of $8,000. This is
wonderful, but I’ve got a ways to go for this development
goal and want to ask you to consider partnering with me in
support of my internship, TCM and the students. All donations are 100% tax deductible and can be sent to 902
Market Street, Tacoma, WA 98402 or can be made online
at lighthousetcm.org/give (designation: intern.)
As always, if you have any questions, or want an update,
I’d love to chat – feel free to shoot me an email at
kate@lighthousetcm.org.
Peace

Kate
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Christmas
Poinsettias
Each Sunday in December there will be a bulletin insert / sign-up
sheet for anyone wishing to donate a Christmas poinsettia for the
December 24th worship service.
You can donate this is memory or honor of a loved one or just as a
gesture of joy for the season!
Please have them delivered to the church the week prior to December 24th (please not earlier due to care and fragility of plants). Also
if you wish to take your plant home after the service, please let the
office know so the plants can be marked accordingly.

Our Whole Lives (Kindergarten & 1st Grades): Gathering Interest
Facilitators Katherine and Aaron Swanson are seeking interested parents and guardians to offer Our Whole
Lives (OWL), a faith-based sexuality education course, to kindergarten and 1st grade students this winter.
Participants are guided through age-appropriate topics surrounding birth, babies, bodies, and families. A
minimum of twelve children is necessary to be able to offer the course.
In eight, one-hour workshops, OWL models and teaches caring, compassion, respect, and justice. It helps
young children identify their attitudes, values, and feelings about themselves, their sexuality, and other’s sexuality. In addition to a parent meeting and a parent-child orientation, parents are welcome to attend any or all of
the workshops with their children.
As parents/guardians of kindergarten and 1st graders, you are invited to attend a parent meeting at the end
of January to learn more about the program and decide whether or not your child(ren) will participate. The
date will be set once it is confirmed there is enough interest in the course. The parent meeting is a special
time reserved for parents/guardians only. Childcare will be provided as needed.
Please contact Katherine by text 715.292.0269 or e-mail olsonk89@gmail.com with any questions. Please
respond no later than FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 2017 to reserve your space. Our Whole Lives is limited to
twenty participants and will run February through April. The course will meet at the PresbyterianCongregational Church in Ashland. The day and time of the course will be determined after the parent meeting.
We hope you can join us!
~Aaron and Katherine Swanson
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November in
pics...
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DECEMBER Standing meetings for out of facility gr oups: 1) Wednesdays Noon:
AA group meets in lounge / 2) Wednesdays in Dining room from Noon to 2 pm:
Ceramics Class for disabled adults /3) Sundays at 7:00 pm – NA group meet in lounge.
7:30 pm Gregorian Chant in Sanctuary
December 1st: 7:00 am Men’s Bible Study Meet in lower lounge
December 2nd 8:30-3 pm – Women setting up downstairs (all rooms)
for Christmas Bazaar
9 am - Harvesting Christmas tree for Sanctuary
December 3rd 9:30 am to 1:30 pm: Women’s Christmas Bazaar
5:00 pm – Christmas Decorating in Sanctuary
December 4 9:15 am SS / ABS AND 10:30 am Worship service with communion &
Baptism
4 pm – Community Christmas Concert in Sanctuary
7 pm – SNL
December 5: 6-7 pm OWL Meeting in Youth Area
December 6 5 pm – Facilities and Grounds Meeting
December 7 1:30 pm – Women’s Canasta in Dining Room
2 pm – Christmas Card-making for kids in Ed Wing
5-6:30 pm – Middle school youth meet
December 8 1:30 pm – GAME Day at Court Manor
December 11 9:15 am SS / ABS
10:30 am – Children’s Christmas Program
7 pm SNL
7:30 pm Gregorian Chant in Sanctuary
December 12 12:00 (Noon): Women’s Association Christmas Potluck in dining room
7:00pm – Deborah Circle Meet at Marian Penn’s
6:30 pm – AFS Meeting in Youth room
December 13 4 pm Stewardship Meeting
December 14 5-6:30 pm Middle School youth
5:30 pm – Wednesday Night Dinner
6-7:30 pm – Grief Support Group Meeting in LLounge
December 15 7:00 am Men’s Bible Study meet in Lower Lounge
December 16: Noon: New Horizons North Christmas gathering in Dining Room
December 17 9 am to 8 pm BELL RINGING for Salvation Army at Wal-Mart
7 pm – Christmas Concert in Sanctuary
December 18 9:15 am SS / ABS
10:30 am Worship Service (Noisy Coins)
7 pm SNL
7:30 pm Gregorian Chant
December 19 1 pm – Mary Martha Circle meet in Dining Room
7 pm – Deborah Circle at Marian Penn’s
ALTERNATE Date for Christmas Concert (from 12/17)
December 20 4:15 pm STAFF Meeting – Christmas party at Pastor Jim’s
December 21 1:30 pm Women’s Canasta in Dining Room
5-6:00 pm Middle School youth meet
5:30 pm SESSION Meeting
December 24 8:30 pm CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE
December 25 10:30 am CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP SERVICE
December 26 – December 30th – OFFICE CLOSED

The 97th Annual
Community
Christmas Concert

will be held on Sunday, Dec. 4th at 4
p.m. at the Presbyterian/
Congregational Church.
Approximately 16 Musical groups
from area churches, community choirs
and schools celebrate through music
the advent season. This concert originated by the Wednesday Music Club
is free and open to the public. Please
come and join us as we usher in the
advent season.

Chequamegon Area
Choir

Friday, Dec. 9, 2016 at 7:30 PM
at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Ashland, WI
Sunday, Dec. 11, 2016 at 4:00 PM
at St. Louis Catholic Church - Washburn, WI
Tickets at door: $7 Adults / $5 Seniors & Students / Kids 10 & Under
FREE

Chequamegon
Symphony Concert

Saturday, December 10, 2016
7:30 pm
Alvord Theater at Northland College
Holiday Pops

Ashland Chamber
Music Society

Saturday, December 17
Handel’s Messiah Sing Along
*8:00 pm At Our Lady of the Lake
Catholic Church
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12/2:
12/3
12/6
12/7
12/12
12/13
12/15
12/16
12/17
12/18
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/23
12/26
12/28
12/29
12/30
12/31

Linda Fisher
Gerard Randall & Greyston Stadler
Janice Tomlinson-Erickson & Barry Jacobs
Todd Erickson & Emily Hagstrom
Steve Krueger & Dylan Zifko
Amanda Krueger
Cassidy Perry
Haillie Stuart & LaTricia Dugger
Garth Robertson & Seija Anderson
Robert Mahnke, Susan Johnson, Dennis Liphart
& Doug Liphart
Vernelle Mercer, Karen Kay & Hank Martinsen
Jr.
Anne Chumbler
Brian Hammond
Megan Gottschall
Mike Yankee & Brea Ann Hoglund
Mary Woods & Judi Holevatz
Nils Wickman, Aaron Swanson & Laura
Nabozny
Jennifer Martinsen
Ryan Adams
Eric Adams, James Deters and Jim Miller

Holiday Bell
Ringing Schedule
for Salvation
Army:
Saturday: December 17st from 9
am to 8 pm. Bell Ringers Note
your time Slot and location Is
the East side of Wal-Mart in
Ashland – Thank you for this very worthwhile community holiday action!
9-10 am:
10-11 am:
11-Noon:
Noon – 1 pm:
1-2 pm:
2-3pm:
3-4 pm:
4-5 pm:
5-6 pm:
6-7 pm:
7-8 pm:

James Deters
Kate & Lee Bernardo
Paul & Eileen VanPernis
Pete Mann
Joey & Bob Ford
Dick & Kat Whitten
Cheryl & Bob Drevlow
Julia Waggoner
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LAY READERS:
12/4: Kathy Miller
12/11: Children’s Christmas Program
12/18: YOUTH
12/24 TBA by Pastor
12/25:
USHERS:
12/4: Todd & JoAnne Erickson
12/11 YOUTH
12/18 Clyde Eilo, Kat & Dick Whitten
12/24 TBA
12/25 Rueben Bissell, Marv Nelson & Nancy Bissell
CHILDREN”s CHAT:
12/4: Robert Mahnke
11 Christmas Program
18 Pastor Jim
25 Pastor Jim
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOSTS:
12/4: Diana & Pete Mann
12/11: Julia Waggoner &Karen Kay
12/18: Tom & Connie Cogger
BAKERS:
12/4:
12/11: Cheryl Drevlow & Lynn Adams
12/18: Linda Fish & Pat Sheils

RECORDERS
12/4: Jim Roguski
12/11 John Urling
12/18 Chuck Gottschall
12/24 Dick Whitten
12/25 Joe Schultz
ACOLYTES:
12/4: Molly McKuen & Carter Evenson
12/11 Trista Richardson
12/18 Ahnali & Ayden Zifko
12/24 Joseph & Hannah Deters
12/25 Bella Corrina Roman

United Presbyterian-Congregational Church
214 Vaughn Avenue
Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-3093

December
2016

Contact Information
James Deters
Pastor

682-3093

upccpastor1@gmail.com

Kate Bernardo
Secretary

682-3093

Kateuppc@gmail.com

Allison Radke
Youth Minister

682-3139

upccyouth@gmail.com

Cindy Johnson
Treasurer

682-3093

blueharley@centurytel.net

Moving or new email address? Please
give all information for your address or
email change to the church office.
Information for the church newsletter.
Please forward your information for the
December issue of Good News! to
The church office by Dec 20th.

Our Vision:

“To be a welcoming
family of God that
joyfully embraces the
servant
life in Christ.”
http://www.presbych.weebly.com
Ben Cogger

